
 
 

                                                                         
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

Immediate release 
Solo Exhibition by Shié Kasai at the MAI: Survival Japanese Cooking   

November 13 to December 13, 2008 
 

Gallery Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 12 noon-6 pm 
Opening Reception: Thursday, November 13 at 5:30 pm  

 
Montreal, November 7, 2008 - The MAI (Montréal, arts interculturels) is proud to present, Survival Japanese 
Cooking, a major solo exhibition by the Montreal-based artist, Shié Kasai, from November 13 to December 13, within 
the framework of its 10th anniversary of intercultural artistic programming. Using a wide range of media, this exhibition 
playfully touches on such themes as hyphenated identity, cultural commoditisation, and exoticism, but also on the 
potential of food as indicator of social change within a context of immigration and globalisation.   
 
For her multimedia installation, Kasai uses the culinary tastes of Montrealers in tandem with the rise of sushi as 
popular fast food in North America as her points of departure. Having conducted a survey with over one hundred locals 
on their everyday eating habits with the perhaps impossible task of defining Canadian cuisine, Kasai created a series 
of hybrid sushi made from their favourite foods, ranging from sausages to samosas.  
 
Evoking these often humorous cross-cultural culinary experiments through photographs, drawings, paintings, and 
video, Survival Japanese Cooking celebrates the diversity that characterises a cosmopolitan urban centre like 
Montreal while critiquing ideas of cultural authenticity and orientalist attitudes. Finally, Kasai invites the viewer to 
actively participate in her project through the assembly of paper models of sushi, and perhaps even to reflect on the 
often pleasurable activity of making and sharing food…and art. 
 
Shié Kasai has had solo exhibitions at Articule (Montreal 2006) and Gallery 101 (Ottawa 2004), and been featured in 
group exhibitions in Japan, the Netherlands, and Canada. In 2009, she will participate in residencies at Oboro 
(Montréal) and K@2 (Liepaja, Latvia). She completed her BFA at Hokkaido University of Education in Sapporo in 
Japan (1997) and her MFA at Concordia University in Montreal (2002). She is a profiled artist for CBC ARTSPOTS. 
http://www.cbc.ca/artspots/html/artists/skasai/            http://www.trotch.com/shie/ 
 

Free Activity on Wednesday, November 26 at 6 pm 
 
Artist, writer, and curator Mark Clintberg will give a conference, entitled Eating Out of Bounds: An Art of Food, A 
Politics of Taste. This lecture in English will explore the use of food as a primary material for artworks through the 
examination of eating as an aesthetic experience and political act; artworks that vanish through ingestion; and meal as 
cultural meeting point. A guided tour in English by the artist will follow. 
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For more information, contact Véronique Mompelat at comm@m-a-i.qc.ca or 514-982-1812, ext. 227.  
www.m-a-i.qc.ca    
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