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Today, more than ever before, our relationships with the external world make up our symbolic 

landscape, pushing us to embrace all sorts of contradictions, in a society driven by performance 

and perfectionism. We believe we should have it all: leisurely lifestyles and eternal youth, luxury 

automobiles and spiritual enlightenment, while enjoying sexual bliss in designer, sterile 

apartments. 

Portraits of artificial goddesses found in mass media reflect common ideals of impossible beauty. 

Their appeal reveals our individual and public aspiration to achieve perfection that is fuelled by 

internal and external pressures. 

How do we reconcile this with real life? Can we follow dreams of transcendence and ultimate 

wealth while recognising our natural limitations? 

Modèle Behaviour unites paintings and digital images from local Montreal artists Gabriel Dawe, 

Melanie Garcia and Kevin Ledo with the works of Christophe Luxereau from Paris. Their 

artworks question the models of beauty found in global culture, with a dose of cynicism. 
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Gabriel Dawe Lip Gloss II 
 

 

Lip-gloss 2.3 - Oil on wood - 122 x 122 cm - 2007 

In this series, Gabriel Dawe is inspired by the visual 
imagery found in comic-pulp fiction books read by 
the lower class in Mexico. In this context, women are 
generally depicted in negative and objectified ways. 

In his paintings, Dawe takes the faces of these women 
and transports them outside their original context, 
reclaiming a sense of their dignity. Isolating them 
from their background, their sensual nature is 
proclaimed with a new sense of beauty, leaving their 
dark past behind. 

Gabriel Dawe was born in Mexico City where he 
grew up surrounded by the intensity and colour of 
Mexican culture. After working as a graphic designer, 
he moved to Montreal in 2000 pursuing a desire to 
discover a foreign land. Searching for creative 
freedom, he started experimenting and producing his 
artwork, which reflects the deep and rich colours of 
his childhood. 

Dawe has shown his artwork in Montreal, Toronto, 
and Barcelona. 

  

  

Melanie Garcia Cold Buffet, the Second Serving, 
We Are All We Are 

 

Untitled - Digital C-print - 61 x 76 cm - 2007 

Cold Buffet, the Second Serving, and We Are All We 
Are, are three series of digital C-prints that explore 
psychosexual narratives, human contact, and 
artificiality through highly stylized residential 
settings and their inhabitants. The trilogy focuses on 
the juxtaposition of unclothed department store 
mannequins in environments that epitomise 
flawlessness, illustrated in interior design, home 
decoration or architecture magazines. 

The mannequin series stems from research and 
practice first explored with video and installation 
work, driven by a questioning of the biological and 
emotional capacities of human beings and conversely 
the denial of these capabilities, through ideas of 
mechanization and artificiality. Exposure to the world 
of furniture retail informed the synthetic digital 
collages of Cold Buffet. 

Melanie Garcia completed her BFA in Film 
Production at Concordia. She lives and works in 
Montreal.  When she is not obsessing over pixels, 
she freelances in film, video and fashion. 
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Kevin Ledo The Guiding Light 
 

 
Saint Dior of Paris - Acrylic and gold leaf on canvas - 102 x 122 

cm - 2007 

The Guiding Light series draws parallels between 
modern fashion advertising and iconic Christian art. 
These seemingly unrelated institutions use similar 
techniques of visual persuasion, portraying idealistic 
persons and using similar methods of emphasizing 
the perfection of their subject while insinuating a 
promise. 

In the Guiding Light series, Ledo references images 
from highly visible fashion advertisements such as 
Calvin Klein, Prada, and Louis Vuitton. The golden 
halos transposed behind the models is an attempt to 
demonstrate the iconic and idolized nature of fashion 
advertising and to illustrate the desire for, and the 
importance placed upon designer brands today. 

Ledo's paintings have been exhibited in Taiwan, and 
in Canada, including Montreal, Tofino, and 
Vancouver. Ledo is a first-generation Portuguese 
Canadian born and raised in Montreal where he 
received a degree in Illustration and Design at 
Dawson College.  

Over the past few years Ledo has been travelling and 
living in different parts of Canada and in Asia. He is 
presently living and working in Montreal. 

  

  

Christophe Luxereau Electrumcorpus 

 

Untitled – Inkjet on cimtra – 122 x 122 cm - 2007 

After studying classical art and painting, as well as 
architecture in Paris, Christophe Luxereau began 
working full-time on photography in 1986. In 1995, 
Luxereau began digitally altering his images to 
develop his theme of electronic machines. Familiar 
with the fashion industry, Luxereau integrates a 
hybrid of the aesthetics of glamour. His work also 
questions the idea of artificial beauty presented in 
advertising. 

Christophe Luxereau has exhibited extensively at 
museums, galleries, and art fairs throughout Europe. 
This includes his exhibition at the Art Outsiders 
Festival at the Centre Pompidou in 2000; at the 
Maison Européenne de la Photographie in 2001 and 
2002; and at the Avatars exhibition at the Galeries 
Lafayette in Paris in 2003. 

In October 2006, Luxereau made his North American 
debut at the Perfect Worlds exhibition at the Festival 
du Nouveau Cinema in Montreal, co-produced by the 
Galerie Pangée. Luxereau has also been exhibited in 
Monteral at Cossette Communications (2007) and as 
part of a group exhibition at the Galerie Pangée 
(2006). 

 


